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YOUR NAME: _______________________________________   DATE: ______________ 

 

In Drama, as well as working on practical Drama, we need to support you as you develop 

your analytical skills – this is especially important in National 5 Drama and Higher. 

 

This exercise in poster analysis is very like the kind of exercise you would do in a National 5 

Media class. 

 

Part One: 

What print “language” is used in a movie poster. 

 

 

1. What is the MEDIUM, PURPOSE, TONE and GENRE? 

Medium What type of media is it? e.g. Print | Moving Image | Digital 

Purpose What is the media trying to do? e.g. Inform | Entertain | Sell a Product 

Tone What tone is the media? e.g. Formal | Informal | Scientific |Playful 

Genre What is the type of content? e.g. Sci-Fi | Western | Horror | Romance 

 

2. FONTS 

We use fonts all the time.  The design of the letters we type and see can help tell the story 

or help “sell” the product.  We talk about FOUR types of font: 

 

Serif Sans Serif 

  
formal font with little “serifs” on the letter 

seen as classy and intelligent 
no serifs on the font 

seen as friendly and casual 

Handwriting Stylised 

  

to replicate handwriting 

seen as romantic and casual, personal 
specifically designed for impact 

made for a specified stylish purpose 
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3.COLOUR CONNOTATIONS? 

Colours also have a specific purpose – yet the colours can have other meanings to 

different audiences.  Can you suggest any additional connotations of these colours? 
 

Red  Orange  Yellow  Green  Blue 

         

Energy Strength 

Demands To Be 

Noticed 

 

Adventure 

Enthusiasm 

Sociable 

Affordability 

 

Illuminating 

Uplifting 

Mental Clarity 

 

Nature 

Health 

Healing 

 

Honesty 

Trust 

Dependability 

         

Purple  Pink  Gold  Silver  Black 

         
Wealth 

Quality 

Fantasy 

Creativity 

 

Compassion 

Nurturing 

Non-Threatening 

Feminine 

 

Luxury 

Wisdom 

Beauty 

Generosity 

 

Sophisticated 

Calming 

Uplifting 

Mystery 

 

Power 

Authority 

But Can Be Seen 

As Unfriendly 
         

  White  Grey  Brown   

         

  

Efficiency 

Simplicity 

Fairness 

Order 

 

Neutral 

Conservative 

Security Reliability 

 

Reassuring 

Comforting 

Down-To-Earth 

Outdoors 

  

http://www.empower-yourself-with-color-psychology.com/color-meanings-in-business.html 

 

3. SHOT TYPE 

As a basic introduction here are three straightforward shot types: 

 

Extreme Long Shot  Close-Up  Extreme Close-Up 

 

 

 

 

 

long distance from the 

object, sense of scale 
 

close enough to see the 

whole face 
 lots of close-up detail 

 
4. CAMERA ANGLE 

High Angle, Low Angle or Eye Level.  What’s the difference? 

 

High Angle  Eye Level  Low Angle 

 

 

 

 

 
Camera is high, looking 

down. 
object looks smaller, 

weaker 

 

camera is at same level 

as object. 
object is on the level, 

regular size, real, equal 

 

Camera is low, looking 

up. 
object looks taller, 

stronger, dominant 

 



POSTER ANALYSIS 

Page 3 of 5 

Part Two: 

An example analysis of a poster. 

 

1. Medium what type of media is it  

e.g. Print | Moving Image | Digital  

2. Purpose what is the media trying to do?  

e.g. Inform | Entertain | Sell a Product  

3. Tone   what tone is the media?  

e.g. Formal | Informal | Serious |Playful  

4. Genre what is the type of content?  

e.g. Sci-Fi | Western | Horror | Romance  

5. What is the TITLE of the production?  

alien  

6. What is the STRAPLINE of the poster? 
Sometimes this added line gives a clue about 

the film. 
 

in space no one can hear you scream  

7. Is there a MAIN IMAGE?  Describe it. 
Creepy green egg/alien head shape with  

8. What is the “SHOT TYPE” of the main image? 

 
Extreme Long 

Shot 

Close-Up Extreme Close-

Up 

   
 

a yellow light and green smoke 

coming out of it. Underneath is a 

metal grid with something like 

roots on it 

9. Describe the CAMERA ANGLE 

 
High Angle Eye Level Low Angle 

   
 

10. What kind of FONT is used? 

 
serif sans serif handwriting stylised 

    
 

11. What COLOURS are in the background? 
What are the connotations of those colours for 

this poster? 

mostly deep black, like space. Or 

evil, death, shadows. The green 

smoke is eerie, alien, like disease. 

12. NAMES of actors, producer, director? Why? 
none. Either no stars, or they 

want to create mystery 

13. PRODUCERS - who made this film, and how will 

this film be seen? 
not visible on poster 

14. TARGET AUDIENCE – who is this poster really 

aimed at? 

fans of horror, science fiction, 

alien stories, thrillers 
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Part Three: 

Your analysis of a poster 

 

1. Medium what type of media is it  

Print | Moving Image | Digital  

2. Purpose what is the media trying to do?  

Inform | Entertain | Sell a Product  

3. Tone   what tone is the media?  

Formal | Informal | Serious |Playful  

4. Genre what is the type of content?  

Sci-Fi | Western | Horror | Romance  

5. What is the TITLE of the production?  

  

6. What is the STRAPLINE of the poster? 
Sometimes this added line gives a clue about 

the film. 
 

  

 

7. Is there a MAIN IMAGE? Describe it. 
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8. What is the “SHOT TYPE” of the main image? 

 

Extreme Long Shot Close-Up Extreme Close-Up 

   
 

9. Describe the CAMERA ANGLE 

 

High Angle Eye Level Low Angle 

   
 

10. What kind of FONT is used? 

Serif Sans Seif Handwriting Stylised 
 

11. What COLOURS are in the background? 
What are the connotations of those colours for this poster? 

 

 

 

12. NAMES of actors, producer, director? On the poster or not?  Why? 

 

 

13. PRODUCERS - who made this film, and how will this film be seen? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


