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Lighting 
Lighting is a very important design concept.  Lighting can: -  

 

· Add realism and believability to a drama 

· Help the audience see the action on the stage 

· Focus audience’s attention on a character or moment 

· Create special effects, e.g. lightning, bombs falling 

· Create a mood or atmosphere with coloured gels 

· Suggest time of day 

· Blackout to signify scene changes 

 

 

There are many different types of light that can be used in a theatre: 

 

 

               Follow the action?     Special Effects? 

                  follow spot                                          strobe light 
 

 
              Flood the stage with light?        Light specific areas of the stage          

         flood light                                  profile spot OR fresnel  
                     (hard edged)  (soft edged)  
 

 

Colour can add a lot to your drama. It can help you communicate: -  

 

- The time of day/year in your drama 

- The place of your drama 

- The weather in your drama 

- The mood/atmosphere of your drama 
 

 

Colours are added to a light by using a GEL. A gel is a coloured piece of thin plastic 

that is placed in front of the lantern to change the colour of the light that beams on 

to the stage.   

 

Time / Coloured gel Mood / Coloured gel 

Morning Pale Yellow  Evil/Danger Red 
     

Afternoon Warm Yellow  Sadness Blue 
     

Evening Dark Blue  Love Pink 
     

Summer Orange  Jealousy Green 
     

Winter Pale Blue  Happiness Yellow/Orange 
     

   Cold Blue 
     

   Hot Red/Orange 

 

 

You can also use a gobo, a metal plate like a stencil, which slots 

inside a profile spot and casts shapes on the floor or walls of the set. 

Lighting 

 

To help focus your light, 

you can use barn doors on 

a Fresnel. 
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Sound 
Sound can: -  
 

· Add realism and believability to your drama 

· Add mood/atmosphere to your drama 

· Create sound effects, e.g. thunder in a storm 

· Suggest the time period of your drama through music, e.g. 1950’s or 2000 

· Highlight an important moment of action through music, e.g. a cliff-hanger 

· Suggest place of action through music, e.g. a carnival, a busy street 

· Suggest the emotions felt by a character, e.g. lonely, excited 

 

 

There are two main aspects of Sound in drama: 

Music and Sound Effects 
 LIVE 

It is easier to perform a loud 

bang off stage then do it on 

CD.  It is even possible to 

have a live band! 

RECORDED 
Some sound effects are 

difficult to re-create live,  

e.g. a plane crash.  Music is 

generally played from a CD. 

 

 

Sound, if played from a CD can fade up or down gradually or suddenly start or stop - 

which is known as a snap. 
 

· For example, you could play a music track on a CD or play a 

thunderclap sound effect from the start, immediately at the 

appropriate volume. 

· At other times, you may wish you gradually increase the volume. 

· You can also fade the sound out gradually or immediately snap it off. 

 
 

To use sound effectively in a drama, you need to think carefully about the kind of 

music and sound effects which will be appropriate to your drama.  You also need to 

prepare a sound cue sheet, which tells your sound operator: 

 

what sound to use 

when to use it 

what volume to use 

and for how long to do it for! 
 

 

SFX number The sound effects cue number 

Time/level The duration / volume / fade or snap 

Page number Where the cue can be found in the script 

Stage action Specific cue information. 

Description Description of the effect and/or track number if on CD 
 

 

SFX 

No 

Time/ Level/ 

Duration 

Page 

No 

 

Stage Action Description 

1 Start as audience enter. Volume 4.   1 Audience arrive  CD track 1: Mozart 

2 Fade out.  When audience seated  

3 Snap on.  Volume 4. 2 When lights snap up. CD track 2: Aimee Mann: One 

 

You can always STREAM music or sound effects from your phone or from somewhere like YouTube – 

but this can lead to problems (YouTube ads you can’t stop – or buffering/jittery playback!) 
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Props A Prop can be described as: 

 

“… an object, which is used on stage by a character to highlight 

an aspect of that character, either his/her personality/ age/ 

occupation in the drama.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggest 

the 

time of 

day 
 

Suggest the age, 

job, wealth, social 

status of a 

character 

 

 

 

  

  

Suggest the place 

of your drama, e.g. 

school, hospital 
 

 

 

Suggest the time 

period (1800’s, 

present day) 

 

     

 

        

PERSONAL 
  

A prop which the actor takes on to 

the stage with them.  
 

A personal prop may be a bag, a 

pen, a phone that they carry on. 

 PRE-SET  
 

A prop that is placed on to the 

stage before the action begins.  
 

A character will then use it during 

the drama when required. 

 

 

In a drama, the props person will read the play, 

make a list of props, then buy, make, or borrow them. 

 

At each performance, the props are placed on a props table, 

so the actors know where to pick their props up, 

and where to return them at the end of the performance.

 

Add realism and 

believability to your 

drama 

There are two types of Prop: 
 

 during 
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Costume 
Costume is the technical name given to the clothing the actors wear 

during a performance.  

 
· Add realism and believability to a performance 

· Suggest the time period of a drama 

· Suggest the time of day in a drama 

· Suggest the place of a drama 

· Suggest the Age, Health, Job, Personality of a character 

 

 

 

 

Costume is a very important theatre art that can allow you to add 

a lot to a drama.  

 

Your character will sometimes be required to wear a uniform, e.g.  

a police officer’s, or soldier’s uniform that would highlight your job 

 

You may choose to wear bright colours to show the audience your 

character’s personality is loud and confident. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Time Period 

Event 

Age, health, social 

status 

Personality 
Job (occupation) 
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Make-Up Make-up is used on an actor’s face to change the way they look 

in order to resemble their character. 

 
· Add realism and believability to a performance 

· Suggest the time period of a drama 

· Help create special effects, cuts, bruises, tattoos 

· Suggest the Age, Wealth, Health, Job, Personality of a 

character 

 

 

 

Make-up is used for two main reasons: - 

 

The Practical Use:  Stage lighting can have 

the effect of flattening facial features. 

Make-up adds emphasis to all facial 

expressions of the actors from a greater 

distance. 

 

Characterisation: Make-up can make the 

actor feel more like the character he/she is 

playing. This will then allow them to offer the 

audience a more convincing performance, 

e.g. Heath Ledger in “The Dark Knight”, or 

Robin Williams in “Mrs. Doubtfire”.
 

There are many different types of make up that can be used: - 
 

 

A Wig. This can make the character look, 

older, younger or change the colour/style 

of their hair. 

 

 

 

Latex. This is used to create lines on a 

face to make a person look old or ill 

 A Stipple Sponge. This is 

used to dab on dark 

make up to create the 

effect of fake facial hair, 

e.g. a beard, or 

moustache. 
  

 Fake Blood. This 

can also be 

used along with 

latex to create 

special effect 

like cuts and 

bruises.  

Basic Make-up. 

Foundation, blusher, 

lipstick, eye shadow. 

Used to create 

everyday looks that 

require make-up but 

no special effects. 
  

 

 

Actor Rowan Atkinson before, then after make-

up applied for his role of Fagin in “Oliver”!” 
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Set/Scenery A SET is the name given to the stage once is has been 

decorated to look like the place of action in a drama. 

 

SCENERY is the name given to the furniture and theatre 

equipment used to create the Set. 

 
· Add realism and believability to a drama 

· Suggest the time period of a drama 

· Suggest the place of the action 

· Suggest the Age, Wealth, Health, Job,  

· Social Status/Background the characters 

 

 

SCENERY EQUIPMENT 
 

There are various pieces of equipment you can use - 
 

 Backcloth: 

A canvas 

cloth that 

covers the 

back of the 

stage - can 

be painted to 

look like any 

room/place. 

 Cyclorama: The back wall of the 

stage which can be painted or 

lit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rostra: Blocks of 

staging that can be 

used to create 

different levels on the 

stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

Treads: Stairs that can 

be positioned 

anywhere on a stage. 
 

 

 

Flats: Wooden frames 

which can stand alone 

or be joined. These can 

be painted and have 

doors and windows built 

into them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  


