
Introduction of Nick Fury in AVENGERS ASSEMBLE 
 

The mise en scene for this scene: the shots reveal that it is night time (dark = mysterious/scary?) and we are at a 
SHIELD/NASA facility, which is having an emergency evacuation: people are running around, packing cars, being 
evacuated. There are many flashing warning lights, armoured trucks arrive.  Many black cars.   This creates a 
narrative enigma at the start as the reason for the evacuation is not clear yet. 
 

 

   

A man in a black suit waits at the helipad.  The concept of the mysterious government official or “man in black” is something 
many people would recognise, either from existing media (comic books, films “Men in Black” or from many films where 
security officials, often mysterious officials, wear black. This links to both cultural codes and society. 

 

This mysterious “man in black” concept 
is is further evidenced when we see the 
man waiting (Agent Coulson) wears 
black sunglasses.   
 
At night time. 

 
 
It is night time. The facility is lit with spotlights.  A helicopter arrives and settles just outside the building. 
 

 

Nick Fury exits the helicopter.  The camera angle is a 
very low angle shot, making him appear huge and 
dominant, suggesting his rank, power, status.  He is 
the main focus of the shot, positioned front and 
centre. 
 
Fury wears a black outfit – black leather overcoat 
and fleece, black gloves.  Black can have 
connotations of seriousness, of evil.  Black outfits 
could be worn by villains.  We sometimes also view a 
black outfit as “cool”. 

Fury wears an eye patch over his left eye.  This, alongside the scars on his face suggests an injury, possibly in the 
line of duty.   

His opening dialogue is delivered powerfully.  
Everyone reports to him.  He is the boss. 
 
The shot is a continuous shot which follows Hill and 
Fury as they exit the helicopter, then settles on this 
shot:  
 
In this shot Coulson has his back to the camera, and 
Maria Hill is in the background. The “blocking” or 
staging of this shot ensures that Fury is dominant. 

 
 
Any other ideas? 


