
Introduction of Natasha Romanoff (Black Widow) in AVENGERS ASSEMBLE 
 

The establishing shot/extreme long shot is of an abandoned warehouse next to a railway line.  The camera cranes 
up from the ground floor revealing a group of men standing over a woman on a chair. 
 

The long shot reveals a better view of 
the woman who is taped to a chair in 
a pool of light.  
 
She wears a black dress (as if she has 
been at a party or celebration.  The 
colour black in this context could be 
seen as classy or elegant.  Of course 
black can also suggest a darker 
character or danger).   
 
She wears black tights but has no 
shoes on and her neck and upper arms 
are exposed perhaps suggesting 
vulnerability.   

 
Her hair is red – with connotations of a hot temperament or anger? 
 
 
The colour palette in this scene is very dark with 
blacks and greys.  Yellows come from the 
chandelier, and red in Romanoff’s hair and lipstick. 
 
She is on the chair, looking up at the men who have 
a height advantage. The chair is positioned at an 
opening in the floor suggesting possible danger of 
falling or being pushed over. 
 
This would seem to be an interrogation, with the 
woman being a helpless “victim”. 
 
The reverse angle of this show reveals the men she is facing. The older man in the centre is wearing military uniform 
and the other two younger men wear black, have short hair and create in imposing threat. 
 

Commanded by the leader one of the men tilts the chair back – 
and the high angle shot suggests her vulnerability and shows 
the hole in the floor in more detail.   
 
The vulnerability is enhanced when the threaten to torture her 
by removing teeth – the way the man holds her head and 
pushes her mouth open is very threatening and uncomfortable. 
 
 
 

 
 
In the first close up of Romanoff we can see her facial 
expression suggests fear or nervousness, her eyes are wide 
open – she is also sweating, also suggesting her nerves. 
 
 



And yet, the military man receives a 

phone call, which we learn is from 

Agent Coulson, wanting to talk to 

Romanoff.  They hand the phone to 

her.  This introduces doubt as to the 

nature of this interrogation.   

 
Natasha’s facial expression when she 
speaks on the phone shows 
impatience and some confidence as 
she has been interrupted in HER 
interrogation of the men! 
 
 
 
 

 
When Coulson reveals that it is her friend Clint 
(Hawkeye) who is in danger and they need her help, 
she springs into action – head butting the military 
man, using the chair to injure her captor’s feet, 
tripping them with the legs of the chair.   
 
The editing is suddenly faster, with various close 
ups of her actions cut together quickly suggesting 
her sudden movement and skill in fighting. 
 
 
 

 
She somersaults and breaks the chair, freeing her hands, and she continues to use her fights and gymnastic ability 
to stop the men.   
 
When she does this there is a brief 
shot of her with a tilted angle – the 
angle itself suggesting that she is not 
who she seems, or that the “world” or 
situation as we (and the captors) 
knew it, has suddenly twisted and 
skewed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Her captors now out of action, she continues the phone call with a calm voice, neatly picks up her high heels and 
pads across the floor of the warehouse confidently. 


