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This is not a FULL list of media terms – that would take many more pages.  What is included 

here are the main definitions that you should become familiar with. 
 

This glossary was compiled from various sources including using the following websites: 
 

https://brianair.wordpress.com/film-theory/glossary-of-media-terminology/ 

http://mediastudentsbook.com/content/glossary 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/media-studies/glossary/ 

 

180 Degree 

Rule 

When filming two characters, 

this rule is about the positioning 

of the camera within a 180-

degree space, ensuring that 

individual shots of characters, 

when editing together, create 

the illusion that they are talking 

to each other. 

  
To Catch a Thief 

Analyse 

can mean simply to break something down into its parts and show 

how the parts relate to each other to make the whole. It goes 

beyond identifying and explaining to a detailed examination that 

could include wider implications, issues and/or ramifications. Analysis 

addresses the 'So what?' and 'What if?' questions. 

Anchorage 
how meaning is fixed, as in how a caption fixes the meaning of a 

picture 

Angle 
in journalism is the approach or focus of a story. In film and video 

work, see high angle/low angle 

Archetype 

A universal type or model of character that is found in many different 

texts, e.g. ingenue, anti-hero, wise old woman, hero-as-lover, hero-as-

warrior, shadow trickster, mentor, loyal friend, temptress 

Artwork illustrations in printed media  

Audience 

viewers, listeners and readers of a media text. A lot of media studies is 

concerned with how audience use texts and the effects a text may 

have on them. Also identified in demographic socio-economic 

categories. 

Audio Bites 

are short, selected passages (usually vox pops or interview 

comments) edited out from longer recordings and used in audio 

production, e.g. to create stings, stabs, promos for radio shows, 

commercials or news packages. 

Back-Cut 

Questions 

are re-shot questions posed by the interviewer, during a one-camera 

shoot with the camera framed on the interview subject. The questions 

are then re-shot after the interview with the camera framed on the 

interviewer and inserted in editing. See also noddies, below 

Background 

Visuals 
refer to what is in the shot behind the subject or interviewer. 

Balance 
means ensuring that significant differing viewpoints are presented, or 

the opportunity offered. 

https://brianair.wordpress.com/film-theory/glossary-of-media-terminology/
http://mediastudentsbook.com/content/glossary
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/qualifications-standards/qualifications/ncea/subjects/media-studies/glossary/
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Binary 

Opposites 

the way opposites are used to create interest in media texts, such as 

good/bad, coward/hero, youth/age, black/white. By Barthes and 

Levi-Strauss who also noticed another important feature of these 

‘binary opposites’: that one side of the binary pair is always seen by a 

particular society or culture as more valued over the other. 

Bird’s Eye 

Image taken from directly 

overhead, unusual point of view, 

dramatic 

 
Zodiac 

Bleed 

(of an image) go beyond the 

type area to the edge of the 

page 

 
Body Language Messages given by the position of the body 

Bold 
thick black type use for 

emphasis 
 

Brief 
is the set of requirements and instructions of the client / teacher for a 

media product, production process or assessment activity. 

Broadsheet 
large-format newspaper such as 

the Times 
 

Bullet Time 

Slow-motion effect where 

camera seems to rotate around 

a frozen moment 

 
The Matrix 

Bulletin Is A Package of Short News Summaries on Broadcast Radio 

Caps CAPITAL LETTERS  

Caption is the text used to describe a picture. 
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Censorship 

Control over the content of a 

media text – sometimes by the 

government, but usually by a 

regulatory body like the British 

Board of Film censors.  

Centre (To) 

set (headline) with equal space 

on either side: see example “U.S. 

ATTACKED” 

 

Centre Spread 
middle opening of tabloid or 

magazine 

 

CGI 

Computer Generated 

Imagery, refers to the (usually) 3-

D effects that enhance all kinds 

of still and moving images, from 

text effects, to digital snow or 

fire, to the generation of entire 

landscapes 

 
Rise of the Planet of the Apes 

Chequebook 

Journalism 
paying large sums for stories 
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Chiaroscuro 
Low key and high contrast 

lighting, film noir 

 
The Third Man 

Close-Up 

Framing of a shot close to 

subject – for example actors 

face 

 
The Shining 

Codes 

Codes are systems of signs, which create meaning. Codes can be 

divided into two categories - technical and symbolic. 

Technical codes are all the ways in which equipment is used to tell 

the story in a media text, for example the camera work in a film. 

Symbolic codes show what is beneath the surface of what we see.  

For example, a character's actions show you how the 

character is feeling. 

Some codes fit both categories - music for example, is both technical 

and symbolic. 

Compare and 

Contrast 

means to identify similarities and differences and draw some 

conclusions about the reasons for/effects of the differences/similarities 

Complement 
means to support by adding further material, information or 

clarification. 

Composed 

means deliberately framed, 

positioned in the frame or shot, 

angled and/or posed. 
 

Spectre  

Consumer purchaser, listener, viewer or reader of media products. 

Context time, place or mindset in which we consume media products. 

Continuity 

Editing 
Creates a continuous flow of narrative, clear understanding 

Contrapuntal 
Where the sound contrasts with 

the mood or tone of the scene 

 
Reservoir Dogs 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0EXHvbsnJ8 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P0EXHvbsnJ8
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Conventions 

are the generally accepted ways of doing something. There are 

general conventions in any medium, such as the use of interviewee 

quotes in a print article, but conventions are also genre specific. 

Copy is the main text of a story, article or web page, etc. 

Costume 
Clothing worn by characters, design, colours, choice can be 

important 

Crop (To) 

cut (image) to size, trimming 

unnecessary extra material from 

the borders of a photo or other 

still or moving image to 

concentrate the reader's 

attention on the main subject.  

Cutaways 

are shots of something different but related to the story (e.g. in news, 

actuality of something the interview subject is talking about) inserted 

into a sequence to provide visual variety, illustrate the story, compress 

time or indicate relationships. 

Cut-Out 

illustration with background 

masked or cut to make it stand 

out on the page 

 
Deadline time by which a journalist must complete story 

Debate 
means to evaluate the pros and cons (arguments for and against; 

advantages and disadvantages; positives and negatives) of a topic. 

Define 
should be taken to mean state or describe exactly the nature, scope, 

or meaning of a term or practice; make clear. 

Demographics 
Factual characteristics of a population sample, e.g. age, gender, 

race, nationality, income, disability, education 

Denotation 

the everyday or common sense meaning of a sign. Connotation – the 

secondary meaning that a sign carries in addition to its everyday 

meaning. 
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Describe 

means to identify, and give details of what (i.e. both what the event / 

scene / technique / action is, what happens etc.) and what effect(s) 

it has (e.g. the way(s) in which the use of an element of film language 

affects the text) and provide at least one specific example, i.e. to 

present a full and detailed picture of important characteristics, 

qualities and effect(s) generated (e.g. on a media text, sequence, 

scene, paragraph etc.). 

Dialogue Words spoken by the characters  

Diegetic Sound 

is on- or off-screen sound that belongs to the scene, naturally (e.g. 

car radio music, a stereo playing in a lounge scene, bird song, traffic, 

wind etc). 

Differential 

Decoding 

an interpretation of a text by a reader whose social position puts 

them into direct conflict with its preferred reading. 

Discuss 
means to talk or write about a topic in detail, considering different 

opinions or ideas 

Dissolves 

Image fades while being 

replaced by another image 

fading in 

 
Raiders of the Lost Ark 

Dolly In 

The camera is on a “dolly” truck 

and is physically moved to, from, 

or alongside a subject. The 

camera can also dolly in 

attached to a crane, allowing 

the camera to change height as 

well as move in. 

     
Notorious 
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Dollying 

Like tracking except camera 

moves towards or away from 

subject 

 
Jaws  

Editorial 
1 leading article expressing publication's opinion; 2 matter that is not 

advertising 

Enhance means to improve, make more effective. 

Enigma 

A question in a text that is not 

immediately answered and 

creates interest for the audience 

– a puzzle that the audience 

must solve. 
 

Mission Impossible 3 

 

Exclusive 
claim by newspaper or magazine that it has a story nobody else has 

Explain 
means to account for something / to provide reasons, i.e. how and 

why. 

Explore 

means to investigate [the interrelationship], identify and describe key 

aspects (including any issues if relevant) and draw some possible 

conclusions. 

Extreme Close 

Up (ECU) 

Framing of a shot very close to a 

subject – for example, the iris of 

an eye 

 
Psycho 

Extreme Long 

Shot (ELS) 

Framing of a shot at a long 

distance – for example seeing a 

building from a distance 

 
North by Northwest 
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Eye-Line Match 

Character is gazing at 

something - next shot perceived 

as what they see 

 
 

 
Rear Window 

Face type design  

Facial 

Expression 
Emotion shown by the performer’s face 

Fades Image fades out to a blank screen 

Feature article that goes beyond reporting of facts to explain and/or entertain 

Feminism the struggle by women to obtain equal rights in society 

Five Ws and H 
are the primary questions a news story answers: Who? What? When? 

Where? Why? How? 

Flush Left or 

Right 

(of type) have one consistent 

margin with the other ragged 

 

Focus 

Image is sharp – focus can be 

on foreground or background, 

or entire frame 

 
Batman V Superman 

Foley 

Live action sound recreated in 

the studio using everyday 

objects 

 
The Secret World of Foley 

Font typeface 

Genre 
the type or category of a media text, according to its form, style and 

content. 
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Graphic Match 

The image, shapes, colours of 

one shot match the previous 

one 

 
2001: A Space Odyssey 

Green Screen 

Green backgrounds which can 

be digitally replaced in the final 

film 

 
The Hobbit 

Hair 
Cut, design and colour of hair which could indicate character or time 

period 

Heavy broadsheet newspaper 

 

Hegemony 

Traditionally this describes the predominance of one social class over 

another, in media terms this is how the controllers of the media may 

on the one hand use the media to pursue their own political interest, 

but on the other hand the media is a place where people who are 

critical of the establishment can air their views. 

High Angle 

The camera is positioned high, 

looking down on a subject, can 

make the subject look small or 

weak 

 
The Shawshank Redemption 
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High Key 
Bright light with little shadows – 

can be seen as “happy” 

 
The Wizard of Oz 

Honorifics are titles (Dr, Mr, Ms, Professor, Prime Minister etc). 

Identify means name, with at least one supporting example. 

Ideology 

A set of ideas or beliefs which are held to be acceptable by the 

creators of the media text, maybe in line with those of the dominant 

ruling social groups in society, or alternative ideologies such as 

feminist ideology. 

Image a visual representation of something. 

Implications 

are a requirement of analysis and mean: conclusions that can be 

drawn from something, even though they are not explicitly stated; 

wider and/or future effects; likely consequences or ramifications (for 

the industry / medium / creators of a media text etc, its audience(s) 

and/or wider society) of something (e.g. significant technology 

changes). 

Indent 
set copy several characters in 

from left-hand margin 

 

Institutions 
The organisations which produce and control media texts such as the 

BBC, AOL Time Warner, News International. 

Integration 

is an indication of a consistent mood, tone and point of the product 

being supported coherently by all aspects (e.g. film: camera 

operation, mise en scène, costume, script, on-screen performance(s), 

music/sfx, titling, voiceovers, editing etc; print: design, layout - 

columns, white space, fonts, reading lines etc, copy, illustrations etc). 

Intertextuality 

the idea that within popular culture producers borrow other texts to 

create interest to the audience who like to share the ‘in’ joke. Used a 

lot in the Simpsons. 

Interview grabs 

are very short sequences / footage (7-10 seconds is the modern norm 

in news) that enable the audience to hear the news directly from the 

people involved, instead of reporters. 

Interview 

Subject 
is a person who is interviewed. 

Intro/Outro refer to the open and close of a story or sequence. 

Investigate 
means to identify, process and reference relevant data, and draw 

supported conclusions. 
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Issues 
are 'concerns' or ramifications/implications. Issues are important 

topics for debate or discussion. 

Italics italic (sloping) type 

Jump Cut In 

Editing technique which cuts 

into a closer shot – creates 

dramatic impact 

 

 

 
The Birds 

Jump Cuts 

Non-continuous cut which could 

jump in time or location, can be 

startling 

 
Battleship Potemkin 

Justification 
means a clear rationale that supports the approval of a concept / 

treatment for production, in terms of a supplied brief. 

Justified type set with consistent margins 

Key Creatives 
are people / roles involved in the creative process of a media 

product, who have significant influence on the final product. 

Layout arrangement of body type, headlines and illustrations on the page 

Listings lists of entertainment and other events with basic details 

Long Shot 

Framing of a shot at a distance – 

for example, seeing the whole 

figure of an actor, head to foot 

 
The Usual Suspects 
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Looking Room 

Framing the shot so that there is 

space in the frame in the 

direction the character is 

looking 

 
Family Plot 

Low Angle 

The camera is positioned low, 

looking up on a subject, can 

make the subject look large or 

strong 

  
Quantum of Solace 

Low Key 

Lower light with shadows, dark 

tones, contrasts – tension or 

mystery 

 
Inception 

Lower Case ordinary letters (not caps) 

Make-Up 
Used to enhance features, add 

ageing, illness etc. 

 

Masthead newspaper's front-page title 

 

Matte Painting 

Detailed painting on glass used 

to create the illusion of 

environments 

 
The Empire Strikes Back 
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Media Platform 

nothing to do with trains, this refers to the different ways that media 

content is delivered, mainly via TV, laptop, tablet, smartphone, 

cinema, video/computer game, printed page etc. for instance the 

BBC delivers content via TV, laptop and mobile device, and also 

through printed publications. Most media organisations deliver their 

content via a multitude of platforms. 

Media Product 

means any complete media item created using appropriate media 

technology, e.g. news story, magazine/newspaper, movie trailer, 

radio show etc. 

Media Text see above. N.B Text usually means a piece of writing 

Medium Shot 

Framing of a shot at a medium 

distance – for example waist up 

on an actor 

 
Titanic  

Miniatures 
Scale models used to represent 

real objects 

 
Harry Potter 

Mise En Scène 

means 'what's put in the scene'. 

In film, the term refers to the 

elements of a shot (set, props, 

actors, use of colour and light) 

and the way these elements are 

positioned, composed or 

choreographed. 

 
Star Wars: The Force Awakens  

Mode of 

Address 

The way a media product 

‘speaks’ to its audience. In order 

to communicate, a producer of 

any text must make some 

assumptions about an intended 

audience; reflections of such 

assumptions may be discerned 

in the text (advertisements offer 

particularly clear examples of 

this). 

 

Montage 
putting together of visual images to form a sequence. Made famous 

by Russian film maker Eisenstein in his famous film Battleship Potemkin. 
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Moral Panic 

is the intensity of feeling stirred up by the media about an issue that 

appears to threaten the social order, such as against Muslims after 

9/11, or against immigrants, or against ‘video nasties’ following the 

Jamie Bulger murder. 

Multi-Media 
computer technology that allows text, sound, graphic and video 

images to be combined into one programme. 

Music Live or recorded, within the film, or the soundtrack 

Narrative Code 

The way a story is put together within a text, traditionally equilibrium- 

disequilibrium, new equilibrium, but some text is fractured or nonlinear, 

e.g. Pulp Fiction. 

Narrative 

Conventions 

can be taken to mean techniques of conveying and developing 

narrative (story) in a media text, i.e. how the story is told. 

Negotiated 

Reading 

the ‘compromise’ that is reached between the preferred reading 

offered by a text and the reader’s own assumptions and 

interpretations 

News Angle 
of a story is the focus of the story (e.g. the threat to public safety of a 

chemical spill; the grief of the family of a murder victim). 

News Event 
is something newsworthy that happens, e.g. terrorist attack, disaster, 

major crime etc 

Noddies 

are back-cut shots of interviewer 

responses (smiles, nods, frowns, 

etc) to subject answers, inserted 

into interviews as cutaways to 

provide visual variety and 

create the impression of a 

seamless two-camera shoot. 

(See also Back-cut questions) 

 

 

Non-Diegetic 

sound 

music or other audio that is not natural to the scene and is added (or 

'normal' sound is enhanced using effects) to add meaning /impact to 

a scene. Sound that the characters can’t hear (soundtrack, 

narration) 

Non-Verbal 

Communication 
communication between people other than by speech. 

Ongoing Issues 
have been active for a considerable time and may be still 

unresolved. 

Organisation 

and Controls 

means all facets of how a media industry or business is structured 

(roles, hierarchy, decision-making paths, ownership etc) and the 

forces that exercise control over them. 

Over the 

Shoulder 

Camera positioned at the 

shoulder of one actor and 

looking “over the shoulder” to 

another actor – the shoulder is 

usually in the frame 
 

North by Northwest 
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Overhead Shot 

This shot is taken from a very 

high angle looking down 

(helicopter shot, crane shot, or 

drone shot), sometimes taken 

directly from above, to give a 

greater perspective of the 

space or the action in a scene 
 

Ownership 
who produces and distributes the media texts – and whose interest it 

is. 

Panning 

Camera is fixed in position but is 

turned left or right to reveal 

detail or to follow action 

 
Schindler’s List 

Paparazzo/I photographer(s) specialising in pursuing celebrities 

Parallel Where the sound we hear suits the mood or tone of the scene 

Patriarchy 
The structural, systematic and historical domination and exploitation 

of women. 

Piece article 

Plan means to decide on or arrange things in advance. 

Planning 

Schedules 

should include most aspects of organisation (locations, equipment 

bookings, crew and cast responsibilities, critical points, deadlines etc). 

Popular Culture 
the study of cultural artefacts of the mass media such as cinema, TV, 

advertising. 

Post Modernism 

Anything that challenges the traditional way of doing things, rejecting 

boundaries between high and low forms of art, rejecting rigid genre 

distinctions, emphasizing pastiche, parody, intertextuality, irony, and 

playfulness. Postmodernism favours reflexivity and self-consciousness, 

fragmentation and discontinuity (especially in narrative structures), 

ambiguity, simultaneity, and an emphasis on the destructured, 

decentred, dehumanized subjects! This is tricky! 

Practicability 
means whether a plan/concept is achievable. Practicability includes 

safety. 

Preferred 

Reading 

the interpretation of a media product that was intended by the 

maker or which is dictated by the ideology of the society in which it is 

viewed. 

Pressure Groups 

are groups within society that have a specific agenda, often to do 

with one sector of society, and continually try to exert pressure on the 

government and/or media etc to change behaviour or policy and/or 

penalties to conform to their specific view/values 

Profile 

is a feature article that gives a description of a person, especially a 

public or significant figure that provides sufficient personal and 

professional information to give a snapshot insight into who they are 

(their background, personality and character), what they do, what 

motivates them and what is special or extraordinary about them. 
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Propaganda 
the way ruling classes use the mass media to control or alter the 

attitudes of others. 

Props Objects used to make the scene more realistic 

Pull-Out Quotes short extracts from feature set in larger type as part of page layout 

Purpose what a story, media product or technique is trying to achieve. 

Quote verbatim quotation  

Quotes quotation marks  

Readability 
refers to the ease of comprehension and entertainment / enjoyment 

factor in a piece of writing. 

Reader 
a member of the audience, someone who is actively responding to 

the text. 

Referencing means acknowledging the source of all material used in responses. 

Regulation 

bodies whose job it is to see that media texts are not seen by the 

wrong audience (e.g. British Board of Film Censors) or are fair and 

honest (EG Advertising Standards Association) 

Representation 

The way in which the media ‘re-presents’ the world around us in the 

form of signs and codes for audiences to read.  The way in which a 

group or issue is presented to an audience. It is a selective version of 

reality and not necessarily accurate or complete. 

Roles 

means what people in specific media industry positions do, i.e. what 

they contribute to the creative process and how they interact with 

other roles. 

Rule of Thirds 

A way of composing a shot to 

create balance – imagine a grid 

of nine squares on the frame, 

and important parts of the shot 

are “placed” in the grid squares 

or on the intersecting lines. 
 

Rebel without a Cause 

Sans serif plain type A 

Script 

means the written text of an audio or film item. It includes both 

dialogue and key instructions (e.g. sound effects cues, character 

actions, camera movements). In multimedia and web design, it is an 

automated series of instructions carried out in a specific order 

(macro). 

Serif decorative addition to type A 

Sets Real or specially built locations for filming to take place 

SFX special effects or devices to create visual illusions. 

Shot 
single image taken by a 

camera. 
 

Sizing 
means changing the size of an image to fit the required space, 

without perspective distortion. 

Slug 

(journalism) means a working title or brief story subject heading, 

written by the journalist at the head of a story to identify it, and later 

replaced (by a sub-editor at the layout stage) with an appropriate 

headline. 
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Sound Effects 
additional sounds other than dialogue or music, designed to add 

realism or atmosphere. 

Speed Ramping 

Slowing down/speeding up 

movement to create dramatic 

and stylish effects 
 

300 

Station Format 

(Radio) 

the specific on-air style, programme and content scheduling, etc 

used to meet the requirements of a target audience, and type of 

station (talkback, music/entertainment, sport, magazine/community 

station etc).is 

Statutory Bodies 

are formed by Acts of Parliament, are (mostly) funded by government 

and can impose legal penalties as determined by government 

statutes. 

Stereotype 

means a widely held but fixed 

and over-simplified image or 

idea of a person or thing (see 

also representation).  
Avengers: Infinity War 

Still static image.  

Strap (Line) introductory words above main headline 

Sub-Genre a genre within a genre.  

Tabloid popular small-format newspaper such as the Sun 

Target 

Audience 

is the specific group in society for which the media product is 

designed, and to which a media product should appeal. 

Think Piece feature written to show and provoke thought 

Tilt Down The camera is fixed, but the lens is tilted down, can reveal detail 

Tilt Up 
The camera is fixed, but the lens is tilted up, can exaggerate the 

height of something or reveal 

Tilted (Or 

Canted/Dutch 

Angle) 

The camera is tilted, and the 

shot is at an angle, can reflect 

the character’s point of view or 

mental state – can show 

unease, disorientation, 

confusion, intoxication   
Mission Impossible 

Tilting 
Camera is fixed in position, but it 

tilted up or down 

 
Star Wars: A New Hope 
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Tracking 
Camera moves alongside the 

object it is recording 

 
Touch of Evil 

Two Shot 

Where two characters are in the 

frame (also applies to interviews 

were both interviewer and 

subject are in the frame) 

 
Saboteur 

Typo American term for typographical error 

Upper Case CAPITAL LETTERS  

Uses and 

Gratifications 

ideas about how people use the media and what gratification they 

get from it. It assumes that members of the audience are not passive 

but take an active role in interpreting and integrating media into their 

own lives. 

Variant Reading 

can be taken to mean any justified alternative reading that is 

substantially different from, or contradictory to the most obvious or 

commonly accepted one. 

Vox Pop series of street interviews (Latin: 'vox populi' - voice of the people) 

 


